QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION

Today we hear the familiar story of Joseph
Mary fleeing with the infant Jesus to Egypt
avoid Herod's soldiers. Who are today
Herod’'s? Who are today’s Holy Innocents?
we remember the Holy Family and our famil
whom we love, we must also remember th
families who are in danger this very minute
places not too far from Bethlehem, in places
over the world. Despite hostility and conflict
our world, we must dedicate ourselves to jus
and love. With thankful and joyful heart
mothers and fathers, husbands and wives, yc
and old can raise their voices and say, “Ha
are those who walk in the ways of the Lotd!
my family growing in the holy virtues of pea
and love? Am I?

Question for Youth:
For what things am | thankful to God?
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Weekly Offerings
Last Weekend |
Plate: $4,833.00 |
Other Income: $1,558.00;
Total: $6,391.00 :
Budgeted Expenses: $6,103.0¢
Christmas: $7,252.50 |

Mass Schedule
for Dec. 3f'and Jan. 1

On Monday, Dec. 31, we will have a Mass at
9:00am, as a Mass of Thanksgiving and the last
celebrations of 2007. On January 1, 2007 we
celebrate the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God. This is NOT a holy
day, however, we will be celebrating a Mass at
10:30am and invite you to come. Many people
asked why this day is a holy day for some
dioceses and not for others. In the dioceses of
Los Angeles Province (including our own
Diocese of Monterey), this feast (Jan. 1) is not
celebrated as a holy day of obligation. It will be
so meaningful though if we come to begin a
new year with a Mass offered in honor of Our
Mother.

Ny $ )0
4 # 4
( ) 0 $
! # $
1
2
3 4
5 #6 3
5) $
0% #

MAssesjoifheWGGK

Sat., Dec. 29, 5:00 PM Intention of
Tommye Brennan
Sun., Dec. 30, 9:00 AM- Intention of Tommye
Brennan
Sun., Dec. 30, 6:00 PM People of the Parish
Mon., Dec. 31, 9:00 AM- Intentions of Poinsettia
Donors
Tues., Jan.® 10:30 AM- People of the Parish
Wed., Jan.®, 9:00 AM +Bob O’Bryan
Thurs., Jan." 9:00 AM- Intention of
Celise Rogers and Poinsettia Donors




Fri., Jan. 4, 9:00 AM- +Arlie Green and
+Brent Ensign
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Francis of Assisi is
attributed with the
creation of the first
Nativity set in the

churches. He called it a “creche” — the French word
for cradle. Francis created the first creche usaa

A

people, a real manger, a real ox and ass, and rea

shepherds.

The Incarnation — Christmas — was a key
component in the spirituality of St. Francis. He
wanted to celebrate the Incarnation in a specigl wa
He wanted to do something that would help people
remember the Christ Child and how He was born in
Bethlehem. Francis wanted people to see and
experience how He lay in a manger with an ox and

an ass standing by — how He lay upon the hay where

He had been placed.
It was Christmas eve in the year 1223. At the

appointed time, Franciscan brothers came to the new

Bethlehem prepared by Francis. Men, women, and

children from the area also came to celebrate. The

torches they carried lit up the night as they

approached the créche. Once again, shepherds werg

walking in the night to come and adore Him. All
were filled with joy over the mystery of the
Incarnation. And a great tradition begin.

As you look upon the Nativity set, may you
remember and celebrate God’s love for His Creation.
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Mary Collins, Cornelia Carey, Laverrgsher, Kathleen
Harms, Richard Macedo, Kelly Martinez, Kathering
McMicking, Betty Fiscalini, Jim Adams, Glen Graham
Mary Lennan, George Shuster, Laura Edwards, Lin
Hotchkiss, Michele Krohn, Jim Greathouse, Elie @iet

A Steve Richardson, Tommye Brennan, Do
113,  Schwarzkopf, Timothy Maschler, Michelle
y Moran, Sandy Stevens, Kellie Mackin, Fr
Scott Hill, Robert Brennan, Jean Chinnici
Gladys Kearn, Charlotte Greathouse, Bett
Williams, Fran Stoner.

Happy New Year!
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