
 

EASTER 2008 
 
 

HAPPY EASTER! 
Santa Rosa welcomes everyone joining us at our Easter celebrations. Together with two 
billion Christians we proclaim with one voice that Christ is Risen and that He is truly 
Risen, Alleluia! Our voice echoes the voices of the disciples and the women who found the 
tomb of Jesus empty. The emptiness if replaced with faith beyond measure, a faith which 
changed the world as we know it, and changed forever the course of our lives and destiny.  
May the light and life of Christ’s resurrection penetrate the darkness of our world and the 
dark corners of our hearts. May this celebration lift us up whenever we encounter the suf-
fering and pain of emptiness and death. It is my prayer that the light of our risen Lord may 
go before you each day, as a pillar of fire, to keep you warm from the cold of fear and un-
certainty, to guide and protect you always, until, we ourselves, will encounter the light of 
the resurrection.  
 

Have a holy and joy-filled Easter!  
Fr. Emil +  

WELCOME and CONGRATULATIONS! 
At the Easter Vigil Mass, four members of our parish re-
ceive the sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Confirmation.  
Congratulations to:  Gabino Chavez, Annie Lawrence, An-
tonio Leonardo and Makai Mary Sutherland.  We rejoice 
with them and share in the special gifts of the Holy Spirit 
they now enjoy.   

He is Risen! 
From the empty tomb on that first day 
of the week, women brought good 
news to the Apostles. It was the Good 
News of hope, forgiveness, peace, 
and eternal life. This is such Good 
News that Catholics celebrate Easter 
not just on a single day, but all year 
long, in different ways. We celebrate 
the Resurrection every Sunday, the 
“little Easter” of our week. We also 
celebrate it for the seven weeks of the Easter season, which 
is considered one single feast day, called the “Great Sunday.” 
The Easter season lasts fifty days, beginning on Easter Sun-
day and ending on Pentecost Sunday. We celebrate Ascen-
sion part way through – forty days after Easter. Because the 
date for Easter changes every year, the dates for the other 
feasts do as well. 

 

Bring Easter Home - During the 
Easter Season, we celebrate the healing, 
powerful life of the Risen Christ. What 
are some ways we can nourish that life 
beyond church doors, in our daily lives? 
Draw closer to Jesus by receiving Com-
munion some time  during the Easter 
season; celebrate the sacrament of recon-
ciliation as well; try to let our spiritual 
lives be formed by the spiritual treasures 
of the entire Body of Christ; read the 
daily Mass Scripture readings or lean to 
pray the Liturgy of the Hours; remember 
and celebrate family members’ baptisms 
and confirmations; engage in our own 
Bible Study sessions and the period of 
mystagogia offered in our parish; go out 
to the world and be his witness: get in-
volved in a ministry such as Becoming 
Catholic or Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults, educate ourselves so that we 
can answer questions about our faith. 

 EASTER EGG HUNT 
All children are invited to 
participate in an Easter Egg 
Hunt after the 9 and 11 AM 
Masses.  



What the Easter Season Is All About  
    In the days and weeks after the discovery of the empty tomb, the Gospels tell us that Jesus’ friends encoun-
tered him again and again: in Jerusalem, in Galilee, in a locked room, on a lakeshore. Jesus entered into their 
fear and confusion and shared with them: peace and forgiveness; the power to forgive in his name; the invitation 
to deeper faith; a call to feed his sheep; a mission to baptize the whole world; the assurance of his presence with 
them always. 
   During the Easter season, as we listen to the Scriptures, pray, and share the Eucharist, we walk with the Apos-
tles on this same journey with the Risen Jesus. Gathered together – perhaps first in fear and confusion – we, too, 
are assured by Jesus: he will be with us always; he is with us now; and we, as his Body, filled with the same 
Spirit that filled the new Christians in Jerusalem, have the same mission now. 
   During Lent, we walked with Jesus on the road of sacrifice, and now during Easter season, he meets us in 
glory. The most helpful way to open ourselves to the grace of this season is to make the Scripture readings that 
the Church proclaims and prays with during this season part of our lives, and to listen to the Lord speak to us 
through his Word. 
   The Easter season begins in a special way with the Octave of Easter, Easter Sunday and the week following it. 
These days are solemnities, meaning that the readings and prayers of that day take precedence over any saints’ 
feast days or other celebrations. The Scripture readings for the octave are centered on the Apostles’ experiences 
of the Risen Jesus on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, on the road to Emmaus, and on a mountaintop in Jerusa-
lem, as he sends them forth into the world in his name. When we make these Scriptures the center of our prayer, 
we join with tens of millions of Christians around the world, encounter Christ with the Apostles, through the 
same Word, and then sharing his presence in the same Eucharist. 

Liturgical Notes About Easter   
   The joy of the Easter season is reflected in our 
words: two “Alleluias” are added to the dismissal at 
Mass. We hear The Mass is ended, go in peace, Alle-
luia, Alleluia, and we respond, Thanks be to God, 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
   “Alleluia” is also added to the ends of prayers and 
antiphons in the Liturgy of the Hours. In Easter Euro-
pean cultures, it is typical to greet others with “Christ 
is risen” to which the response is, “He is truly risen!” 
   The light of and life Christ brings into the 
world are reflected in the symbols of the fol-
lowing: the Paschal Candle, which is lit dur-
ing the Easter Vigil and during all liturgies 
of the Easter season. After that, it is kept 
next to the baptismal font and lit at baptisms 
and funerals; the liturgical color of white, 
symbolizing the purity of our life in Christ 
and his glory; Easter lilies, which represent the 
beauty and glory of Christ. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Sat., March 22nd, 8:00 PM– Intentions of Tommye  
  Brennan & Nancy Briceland 
Sun., March 23rd, 9:00 AM– Intention of Cherriee 
  Waterman 
Sun., March 23rd, 11:00 AM– People of the Parish 
Mon., March  24th, 9:00 AM-  Communion Service 
Tues., March  25th, 9:00 AM– Communion Service 
Wed.,  March 26th, 9:00 AM- +James Alexander, 
  +Mike Linneman & +Thomas Chacko 
Thurs., March 27th, 9:00 AM- +Bob O’Bryan &  
  +George Shuster 
Fri., March 28th, 9:00 AM– Intentions of Cherriee 
  Waterman & Anne Youngman 

Next Week: Divine 
Mercy Sunday & Spe-
cial Mass - In the year 2000, 
Pope John Paul II designated the 
Sunday after Easter as Divine 
Mercy Sunday. Rooted in Jesus’ 
words to St. Faustina Kowalska, 
a focus on the devotion of the 
Divine Mercy is fitting this time, 
for it is in the sacrifice of Jesus that we encounter his 
mercy – his forgiveness of our sins – and during the 
Easter Season we bear witness to the joyful and loving 
fruit of that Divine Mercy in our lives. On that Sunday 
you are invited to attend a special Mass which will take 
place at 11:00 AM. 

“The Resurrection is not a thing of the past; the Res-
urrection has reached us and seized us. We grasp 
hold of it, we grasp hold of the Risen Lord, and we 
know that he holds us firmly even when our hands 
grow week. We grasp hold of his hand, and thus, we 
also hold on to one another’s hands, and we become 
one single subject, not just one thing. I, but no 
longer I: this is the formula of Christian life rooted 
in Baptism, the formula of the Resurrection within 
time. I, but no longer I: if we live in this way, we 
transform the world.” (Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, 
Easter Vigil 2006) 


