Fourth Sunday of easter

april 13, 2008

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION

Jesus identified himself by declaring: | AM the wj
the truth and the life; I AM the living bread; | A
the vine; | AM the light of the world; | AM the resy
rection and the life; I AM the good shepherd and
gate. This declaration of “I| AM” describes who Je
is in relationship to humankind. In order for us tg
a gate, as Jesus was, we must be willing to lay ¢
our lives and spend ourselves in service for the
of those whom God has entrusted to us. Such i
daily challenge of discipleship. When have | fe
called by Christ? In what ways do | shepherd othg

ay,
M
r-
the
sus
be
low
sak
S th
t
Brs?)

Saint of the Week - April 13 — St. Martin,
pope and martyrWhen Martin | became Pope in
649, Constantinople was the capital of the Byzan
tine empire; the Patriarch of Constantinople was
the most influential Church leader in the easterr
Christian world. The struggles that existed within
the Church were magnified by the close coopera
tion of emperor and patriarch. A teaching, strongly
supported in the East, held that Christ had no hu
man will. Twice emperors had officially favored
this position, Heraclius by publishing a formula of
faith and Constans Il by silencing the issue of oneg
or two wills in Christ. When Martin | became
Pope, he held a council at the Lateran in which thg
imperial documents were censured and in whicli
the Patriarch of Constantinople and two of his

predecessors were condemned. Emperor Constah

I tried to turn bishops and people against the Popsg
Failing in this and in an attempt to kill the pope,

the emperor sent troops to Rome to seize Martif

and bring him to Constantinople. Martin, already
in poor health, offered no resistance; he was sufj
mitted to various imprisonments, tortures and hard
ships. He barely escaped his execution but die
shortly thereafter; his tortures and cruel treatmen
took their toll. He is the last pope to be venerateq
as a martyrAre you willing to give up everything,

your most precious possessions, your very life
when it comes to the truth of the Gospels? What i
your supreme value in life for which you are sacri-
ficing each day? Are you a real and true witness o
Christ in a world where Christians are made a

[11:00am special

This Week at Santa Rosa...

Apr. 13, 10:30am, parish hat members of th
parish, finance, and planning councils will mee
a joint session with Fr. Emil to discuss and de
the paving of our parking lot. Results will be m
public to all.

;Apr. 15 - Tuesday, at noon, Fr. Emil will meet
Hvith all Christian pastors in Cambria. They meet
once a month in different locations, and disquss
bringing together the people of God. The ecumeni-
cal service on the past Good Friday was a frujt of
these discussions and local churches collaboration.
The Men’s Club dinner will also take place
6pm in the hall. All men of the parish are invit

Apr. 16, 7pm, parish hal- Hispanic leaders will
gather to plan the celebrations of the Cincg
Mayo. Details will be provided in the future bul
tins.
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Apr. 18, 9:45am, room 5 Liturgy committee will
evaluate our Holy Week and Easter celebraf]
and plan the Ascension and Pentecost liturg
Also, today, at 6pm there will be Eirst Com-
munion Practicein the church.
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LApr. 19 — the Cambria Chorale will sing at 54
Mass. Rita Reardon, our parishioner, is coordi
ing the event. Don't miss such a unique oppQrtu-
ity to hear the beautiful voices of the Chorale!
Following the Mass, all are invited to the monthly
potluck dinner in the hall. Bring your favorit
dish to share and enjoy delicious food and
conversation.

April 20 - Next Sunday —

First Communion will be

icelebrated next Sunday at a

Mass. 24

children will receive the Body

and Blood of Christ. Parish-

ioners are welcome and in-

bvited to attend. Reception to

follow in the hall. Please note that on this
there will be no Spanish Mass in the evening.
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